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BE SOTO, fernando (c. 1496-1542), a
Spanish explorer and adventurer in America,
whose exploits and tragic end make a thrilling
chapter to the story of early American his-
tory. In 1514 he accompanied Pedrarias de
Avila, his patron, to the Isthmus of Darien,
where he gave evidence of a daring and in-
dependent spirit. With Cordoba he made an
expedition to conquer Nicaragua, and for sev-
eral years- he was engaged in exploring
Central American regions, seeking for a
supposed water communication between the
Atlantic and the Pacific.
In 1532 he was in Pizarro's expedition for
the conquest of Peru, and used all his influ-
ence to prevent the murder of the Peruvian
Inca. Returning to Spain in 1536 with a
fortune, he married the daughter of his form-
er patron, Pedrarias. He was soon after
appointed Governor of Cuba and Florida
by Charles V. Florida had not been thorough-
ly explored. In May, 1539, De Soto sailed
from Havana with 600 men, landed at Tampa
Bay, and started inland on an exploring ex-
pedition. (See portrait and map of journeys,
page 1063.)
The small army moved north to the Car-
olinas, thence westward through Alabama to
the Mississippi, following- a tortuous route
through the wild country. Their harsh treat-
ment of the Indians resulted in constant war-
fare, in which more than 200 of De Soto's
men perished. De Soto himself, worn out
and discouraged, succumbed to a fever on the
banks of the Mississippi in June, 1542. His
body was secretly sunk in the river, and the
remnants of the expedition finally, after
many further privations, succeeded in float-
ing down the river to the Gulf of Mexico and
reaching a Spanish settlement at Panuco.
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E T R OI T, mich., the
county seat of Wayne
county, the largest city
of the state and fourth
among the cities of the
United States, is situated
on the narrow, straitlike
Detroit River, in the
southeastern part of the
state. It is eighty-eight
miles southeast of Lan-
sing, sixty-two miles
northeast of Toledo, Ohio,
and 267 miles northeast
of Chicago. Because of its situation Detroit
is called the City of the Straits and the
 Dardanelles of America. Within recent years
it advanced to the position of first city in
the world in the manufacture of automobiles •
this city produces over 65% of the entire
product for the United States. Detroit has
excellent railroad facilities, being- served by
the Grand Trunk; the Michigan Central; the
New York Central; the Wabash; the Detroit,
Toledo & Ironton; the Pere Marquette; the
Pennsylvania; the Detroit and Toledo* Shore
Line; and the Canadian Pacific. It has steam-
ship connection with all important ports on
the Great Lakes. In addition to the ferries,
the Ambassador Bridge and the Detroit and
Canada tunnel afford transportation facili-
ties between Detroit and Windsor and Walk-
erville, Ont. Numerous' truck and bus lines
radiate from the city in all directions. Air
transportation has been highly "developed.
There are four large airports beside the Self-
ridge Field, headquarters of an United States
Army Air Corps.
General Description. Detroit extends
along the river for eleven miles, and is built
on ground sloping gently from the bank. It
has an area of over 137 square miles. The
city is regularly laid out, one set of streets
running parallel with the river, and another
set crossing them at right angles. In the
central and older portions of the city, how-
ever, the streets radiate from a semi-circu-
lar plot known as the Grand Circus Park,
and from a second central point called Cam-
pus Martius, and near these the blocks are
somewhat irregular, a number of them being
triangular.
Detroit has over forty-five parks. The
most noted is Belle Isle, which includes the
entire island of this name in the Detroit
River, and has an area of 704 acres. It is
laid out with beautiful walks, drives, flower
gardens and lagoons, and contains a compre-
hensive zoological collection, including a fine
aquarium. It also has a commodious and
admirably planned bathing beach. The
island is connected with the city by a mag--
nificent bridge, which cost $3,500,000. Grand
Circus, from its location, is an important
park, though it contains only about six acres.
Situated as it is in the center of the business
district, it affords excellent opportunity for
rest. It is divided into two equal parts by
Woodward Avenue. River Rouge Park is
the largest, having 1,200 acres. Palmer,
Clark, Owen and Cass parks and the water
works grounds are also worthy of mention.

